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Contact
Information
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Stony Brook, NY 11794 Website: brianguay.com

Academic
Employment

Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY September 2023 - present

Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA July 2021 - August 2023

Postdoctoral Research Associate
Sloan School of Management & Department of Political Science

Education Duke University, Durham, NC August 2015 - May 2021

Ph.D., Political Science, 2021
M.A., Political Science, 2017

University of Richmond, Richmond, VA August 2010 - May 2014

B.A., Psychology, Political Science, cum laude

Peer Reviewed
Publications

Guay, B., Berinsky, A., Pennycook, G. & Rand, D. “Examining Partisan Asymmetries in Fake News
Sharing and the Efficacy of Accuracy Prompt Interventions. Conditionally accepted the
Journal of Politics.

• Coverage in the Washington Post

Guay, B., Marghetis, T., Wong, C. & Landy, D. “Quirks of Cognition Explain Why We Dramatically
Overestimate the Size of Minority Groups.” Forthcoming at Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences.

Guay, B., Berinsky, A., Pennycook, G., & Rand, D. 2023. “How To Think About Whether Misin-
formation Interventions Work.” Nature Human Behavior. 7 (8), 1231–1233.

Combs, A., Tierney, G., Guay, B., Merhout, F., Bail, C., Hillygus, D.S., & Volfovsky, A. 2023.
“Reducing Partisan Animosity Through Anonymous Online Deliberation: A National Field Exper-
iment.” Nature Human Behavior . 6 (9), 1194-1205.

Guay, B. & Johnston, C. 2022. “Ideological Asymmetries and the Determinants of Politically Mo-
tivated Reasoning.” American Journal of Political Science, 66 (2), 285-301.

Guay, B. & Lopez, J. 2021. “Partisan Bias in Bipartisan Places? A Field Experiment Measuring
Attitudes Toward the Presidential Alert.” Public Opinion Quarterly , 85 (1), 161-171.

• Coverage in the Washington Post

Valentino, N., Zirkhov, K., Hillygus, D.S., & Guay, B. 2021. “The Political Consequences of Per-
sonality Biases in Online Panel Surveys.” Public Opinion Quarterly , 84 (2), 446-468.

Bail, C., Guay, B., Maloney, E., Combs, A., Hillygus, D.S., Merhout, F., Freelon, D., & Volfovsky,
A. 2020. “Assessing the Russian Internet Research Agency’s Impact on the Political Attitudes and

http://www.brianguay.com
https://www.brianguay.com/files/Guay_2022_fakenewsAsymmetry.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/05/31/gun-safety-compromise-impossible-gop-disinformation/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-023-01667-w
https://www.brianguay.com/files/Guay_2022_discussit.pdf
http://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12624
https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfab010
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/10/24/new-data-show-how-americans-really-reacted-to-nationwide-cellphone-alert/
https://academic.oup.com/poq/advance-article/doi/10.1093/poq/nfaa026/6056667


Behaviors of American Twitter Users in Late 2017” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
117 (1), 243-250.

• Coverage in Forbes, Inverse, and Yahoo News

Spell, G., Guay, B., Hillygus, D.S., & Carin, L. 2020. “An Embedding Model for Estimating
Legislative Preferences from the Frequency and Sentiment of Tweets.” Proceedings of the 2020
Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing(627-641).

Landy, D., Guay, B. & Marghetis, T. 2018. “Bias and Ignorance in Demographic Perception.”
Psychonomic Bulletin & Review , 25 (5), 1606-1618.

Marghetis, T., Guay, B., Karlapudy, A., & Landy, D. 2018. “The Psychophysics of Society: Un-
certain Estimates of Invisible Entities.” Proceedings of the 40th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive
Science Society , 166-177.

Guay, B., Chandler, C., Erkulwater, J., & Landy, D. 2016. “Testing the Effectiveness of a Number-
based Classroom Exercise.” PS: Political Science & Politics, 49 (2), 327-332.

Under Review Guay, B., Berinsky, A., Pennycook, D., & Rand, D. “Reconsidering The Effect of Polarization on
Sharing Online Misinformation” (Available upon request).

Guay, B., Blum, A., Hanfling, E., Berinsky, A., & Rand, D. “Just Asking Questions?: The Effects
of Framing Misinformation as a Question” (Available upon request).

Working
Papers

Guay, B. “Misinformed or Uninformed? The Prevalence and Consequences of Certainty in Political
Misperceptions.”

Guay, B., Berinsky, A., & Rand, D. “I’m Sure I’m Right But So What?: The Consequences of
Excessive Confidence in Political Knowledge” (Available upon request).

Jangili, S.*, Guay, B., & Stagnaro, N. “Understanding the Link Between Openness and Motivated
Reasoning.”

*Stony Brook graduate student

Other
Publications

Hillygus, D.S. & Guay, B. “Online Public Opinion Polling.” 2018. Oxford Bibliographies in Political
Science.

Hillygus, D.S. & Guay, B. 2016. “The Virtues and Limitations of Election Polling in the United
States.” Seminar, 684, 51-55.

Grants and
Awards

External
Honorable Mention, Graduate Research Fellowship. National Science Foundation, 2017
Time-Sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences. National Science Foundation, 2014

Duke University
Kevin Morrison Predoctoral Fellowship. Dept. of Political Science, 2020-2021
Research Opportunities for Surveys & Experiments. Social Science Research Inst., 2016, 2018, 2020
Summer Research Fellowship ($5,500). Duke Graduate School, 2019 & 2020
Dissertation Support Award ($5,500). Dept. Political Science, 2018
Research Grant ($5,000). Dept. of Political Science, 2018
Research Grant ($3,000). Kenan Institute for Ethnics, Worldview Lab, 2018-2020
Research Grant ($5,000). Dept. of Political Science, 2017

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/11/20/1906420116
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https://www.inverse.com/article/61215-russian-twitter-bots-ira-effect
https://news.yahoo.com/study-finds-no-evidence-russian-175019198.html
https://www.brianguay.com/files/Spell_2020_emnlp.pdf
https://www.brianguay.com/files/Spell_2020_emnlp.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.3758/s13423-017-1360-2
https://cogsci.mindmodeling.org/2018/papers/0155/0155.pdf
https://cogsci.mindmodeling.org/2018/papers/0155/0155.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/testing-the-effectiveness-of-a-numberbased-classroom-exercise/E3F444F2E31340F7E63A833573B65AEC
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https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199756223/obo-9780199756223-0250.xml
https://sites.duke.edu/hillygus/files/2017/04/2016.HillygusGuay.Seminar.pdf
https://sites.duke.edu/hillygus/files/2017/04/2016.HillygusGuay.Seminar.pdf


Conference
Presentations

American Political Science Association (2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023)
International Society of Political Psychology (2023, 2024)
Midwest Political Science Association (2019, 2024)
Joint Statistical Meetings (2021)
International Methods Colloquium (2020)
Society for Political Methodology (2019)
American Public Opinion Association (2013, 2018)
Southern Political Science Association (2017, 2018)
Southern Association for Public Opinion Research (2016, 2018)

Teaching
Experience

Pedagogy Training
• Kaufman Teaching Certificate Program, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (May 2023)

• Teaching Politics Certificate, Department of Political Science, Duke University (May 2020)

Stony Brook University

• Foundations of Political Psychology & Behavior (PhD seminar; Fall 2023, 2024)

• Political Cognition (PhD seminar; Spring 2024)

• Dynamics of Public Opinion (Master’s seminar; Spring 2025)

• Social Surveys in Contemporary Society (Undergraduate; Spring 2024, 2025)

Duke University

• Lab Instructor, Teaching Assistant. Survey Methodology Graduate Seminar (Spring 2019)

• Section Instructor, Teaching Assistant. Political Psychology (Fall 2018)

• Teaching Assistant. Reason and Passion in Politics (Spring 2018)

• Teaching Assistant. Political Communication in a Changing Media Environment (Fall 2017)

Advising • Joseph Sandor (Stony Brook, Dissertation Committee Member)

• Maggie Martin (Stony Brook, Dissertation Committee Member)

Service Stony Brook University
• Member of senior faculty search committee (Fall 2023)

• Member of department chair search committee (Spring 2024)

• Member of senior faculty search committee (Fall 2024)

• Member of Department of Political Science executive committee (2023-2024)

Additional
Training

Machine Learning Summer School, Duke University, June 2019
Workshop on Research Design for Causal Inference, Northwestern University, June 2017

Reviewer American Political Science Review; American Journal of Political Science; Political Behavior; Po-
litical Psychology; Journal of Experimental Political Science; Journal of Elections, Public Opinion
and Parties; Nature Human Behaviour; PNAS Nexus; Oxford University Press



References Sunshine Hillygus. Professor of Political Science, Duke University
Christopher Johnston. Professor of Political Science, Duke University
Christopher Bail. Professor of Sociology, Duke University
John Aldrich. Professor of Political Science, Duke University
Adam Berinsky. Professor of Political Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
David Rand. Professor of Management Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology


